


ǀ  

 

 

 

Twelfth meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee (EU Negotiations) 3 

Thirteenth meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee (EU Negotiations) 4 

Fourth meeting of the Ministerial Forum (EU Negotiations) 4 

Fifth meeting of the Ministerial Forum (EU Negotiations) 5 

 

National Audit Office reports - Defra and the UK border 5 

The UK border 5 

Defra 6 

 

Statement from Michael Russell – 25 October 6 

UK Statutory Instrument notifications 8 

 

Agriculture Bill 9 

Brexit-related legislation tracker 10 

What’s been happening in Westminster’s Committees? 10 

About this publication 14 

 

 



ǀ  

Following the October European Council meeting, there have been no significant 
developments in the Article 50 withdrawal negotiations in the last week.  The UK 
Government’s focus has been on the Chancellor’s budget statement on 29 October.   

Following indications from the European Council that the Prime Minister had sought an 
option to extend the transition period, John Redwood MP asked the Government an 
urgent question in the House of Commons on 22 October.  The initial question and 
answer is reproduced below: 

 John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con)  

(Urgent Question): Will the Government make a statement on the additional costs 
of staying in the EU customs union after 2020 and provide an updated estimate 
of the total costs of the current draft of the withdrawal agreement? 

 The Economic Secretary to the Treasury (John Glen)  

Every arm of Government is working at pace to firm up and put in place all 
necessary arrangements to ensure that we are ready to leave and chart our own 
course as global Britain. The Government will continue to update Parliament on 
the progress of the negotiations, and the Prime Minister will update the House 
shortly in this regard in a post-Council statement. 

In respect of the customs union, common rules will remain in place throughout 
the implementation period to give businesses and citizens critical certainty. This 
will mean that businesses can trade on the same terms as now until the end of 
2020. As the Prime Minister has said, a further idea has emerged—and it is an 
idea at this stage—to create an option to extend the implementation period for a 
matter of months, and it would only be a matter of months. But as the Prime 
Minister has made clear, this is not expected to be used, because we are working 
to ensure that we have a future relationship in place by the end of December 
2020. 

As the House will appreciate, the length and cost of any extension to the 
implementation period are subject to negotiations. Throughout the 
implementation period, we will continue to build our new relationship, one which 
will see the UK leave the single market and the customs union to forge our own 
path and pursue an independent trade policy while protecting jobs and supporting 
growth. 

During the progression of our exit negotiations, we reached a financial settlement 
with the EU that did two things—honoured our commitments made during our 
membership and ensured the fairest possible deal for UK taxpayers. In 
December, we estimated the size of the settlement to be between £35 billion to 
£39 billion, using reasonable assumptions and publicly available data. In April, 
the National Audit Office confirmed that this was reasonable. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2018-10-22/debates/B89003A2-6B14-44D8-8911-94F158F851BA/EUCustomsUnionAndDraftWithdrawalAgreementCost
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2018-10-22/debates/B89003A2-6B14-44D8-8911-94F158F851BA/EUCustomsUnionAndDraftWithdrawalAgreementCost
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=14
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=4051
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The Government are committed to upholding our parliamentary democracy 
through honouring the result of the referendum and remaining fully transparent 
with Parliament on the deal that is reached, in advance of the meaningful vote. 

Once there is certainty about the outcome of negotiations for a Withdrawal Agreement 
and Political Declaration, attention will turn to the role of the UK Parliament.  The House 
of Commons Library has published a briefing examining the Meaningful Vote where the 
UK Parliament must approve or reject the Withdrawal Agreement and Political 
Declaration.   

Section 13 of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 sets out a scheme whereby the 
Government must secure explicit Parliamentary approval for any “deal” reached between 
the UK and EU negotiators. It also makes arrangements for Parliament to scrutinise and 
express approval (or otherwise) for the Government’s proposed course of action in the 
event that Parliament rejects a deal, or no deal is able to be reached between the UK 
and EU negotiators. 

In the event there is a Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declaration, the Government 
must lay before Parliament a statement that a political agreement has been reached 
along with the Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declaration. 

There is no set procedure for how Parliament should consider the laid papers, but the 
Withdrawal Act anticipates that both Houses of Parliament will take the opportunity to 
debate “a motion” on the agreements reached though only the approval of the House of 
Commons is required for ratification.   

Measures to implement any Withdrawal Agreement will also require legislation which will 
be in the form of the European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill.  Royal Assent for this 
Bill will also be required before ratification is considered complete.   

In the absence of a deal, Section 13 of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 
requires the Government to make a statement setting out how the Government proposes 
to proceed.  Both Houses must then be given an opportunity to debate a motion on the 
statement.  The Commons motion has no legal effects and cannot act to prevent the UK’s 
exit from the EU in accordance with the provisions of Article 50.  

Dominic Grieve MP asked the Government about the meaningful vote in an oral 
Parliamentary Question on 22 October.  The initial question and answer is reproduced 
below: 

 Mr Dominic Grieve (Beaconsfield) (Con)  

To ask the Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union if he will make a 
statement on Her Majesty’s Government’s policy on how any motion under 
section 13(1)(b) of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 is to be put before 
the House of Commons for decision. 

http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8424/CBP-8424.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2018-10-22/debates/18102210000002/LeavingTheEUMeaningfulVote
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=16
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 The Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union (Dominic Raab)  

May I start by welcoming the question from my right hon. and learned Friend the 
Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve)? 

The European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 confirmed in statute the 
Government’s long-standing commitment to provide Parliament with a vote on the 
terms of our final deal. When it comes to the motion that we consider at the point 
when the approval of the House is sought, the decision whether the motion is 
amendable or not will be a matter for you, Mr Speaker, not for the Government. 
However, the Government have made clear our expectation, subject to your 
prerogatives, that the motion will be amendable. The Government’s response, 
dated 10 October, to the report of the Select Committee on Exiting the European 
Union, “Parliamentary scrutiny and approval of the Withdrawal Agreement and 
negotiations on a future relationship”, stated: 

“Of course, we accept that the Speaker may permit the tabling of amendments to 
the motion, as is usual convention.” 

That understanding is also reflected in our response to the inquiry by the Select 
Committee on Procedure, which I provided on 10 October. Both responses were 
made publicly available on the Committees’ websites in the interests of 
transparency and to ensure that this House understands the Government’s 
position on the matter—although again, I defer to the House and to you, Mr 
Speaker, on procedural matters that fall within the prerogatives of the House. 

It will be evident to hon. Members that any amendment to the motion would not 
be able to effect amendments to the withdrawal agreement or the future 
framework, which will have been agreed at the international level between the 
United Kingdom and the European Union; nor could any such amendment delay 
or prevent our departure from the EU as set out under article 50. It is worth 
reminding the House that the timing of our departure from the EU is set out in 
international law under article 50 of the Lisbon treaty, which this House voted to 
trigger. 

The Government committed to giving Parliament a vote on the deal, and section 
13 of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 sets out how that will happen. 
In passing that Act, Parliament confirmed its ultimate role in delivering on the will 
of the British people. Approving the final deal will be the responsibility of the 
House of Commons alone—a responsibility I know all hon. Members will take very 
seriously indeed. 

On 13 September, the twelfth meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee (EU 
Negotiations) met in London.  The meeting was chaired by the Cabinet Office Minister 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=4007
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-ministerial-committee-eu-negotiations-communique-13-september-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-ministerial-committee-eu-negotiations-communique-13-september-2018
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David Lidington whilst the Scottish Government was represented by the Cabinet 
Secretary for Government Business and Constitutional Relations, Michael Russell.   

After the meeting, the following communique was published: 

 The Chair opened the meeting by summarising the recent developments in EU 
negotiations and the Ministerial level engagement that had taken place since the 
Committee had last met, including the third meeting of the Ministerial Forum on 
EU Negotiations.  

The Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union provided an update on 
negotiations and the Committee discussed recent developments.  

The Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union also provided an update 
on operational readiness. The Committee agreed to a further discussion in 
October.  

The Committee discussed the UK Government’s proposals for the Withdrawal 
Agreement Bill and continued engagement on common frameworks. 

The next meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee (EU Negotiations) took place on 11 
October in London.  It was chaired by the David Lidington MP, Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office.   

The Cabinet Secretary for Government Business and Constitutional Relations, Michael 
Russell MSP; and Minister for Europe, Migration and International Development, Ben 
Macpherson MSP represented the Scottish Government. 

Following the meeting, a communique was published outlining the meeting agenda.  The 
meeting heard an update on negotiations ahead of European Council and the Committee 
discussed recent developments. The Committee also discussed the UK Government’s 
position on migration.   

The UK Government also provided an update on the EU (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill and 
the Committee discussed the ongoing engagement on common frameworks. The 
Committee agreed further work to ensure progress across the priority areas and on cross-
cutting issues. 

The fourth meeting of the Ministerial Forum (EU Negotiations) took place on 17 
September in London.  According to the Communique published following the meeting, 
the three principal agenda items at the meeting were an update and discussion on the 
latest state of EU negotiations; trade in agri-food products and fishing opportunities.   

The Scottish Government was represented at the meeting by the Minister for 
Parliamentary Business and Veterans, Graeme Dey; Cabinet Secretary for the Rural 
Economy, Fergus Ewing; and Chair of Food Standards Scotland, Ross Finnie.   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740671/Joint_Ministerial_Committee_Communique_13_September_2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/747694/Joint_Ministerial_Committee__EU_Negotiations-communique.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/741215/Ministerial_Forum_EU_Negotiations_Communique_17_Sept_2018.pdf
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On 22 October, the fifth meeting of the Ministerial Forum took place in London.  The 
meeting was chaired by the Minister for the Constitution, Chloe Smith MP, and the 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for Exiting the EU, Robin 
Walker MP.   

The Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans, Graeme Dey MSP and the 
Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and Science, Richard Lochhead MSP 
represented the Scottish Government at the meeting.   

According to the Communique published following the meeting focussed on four agenda 
items.  These were: 

• The latest state of EU negotiations 

• The UK Government’s proposals for cooperative accords 

• The cooperative accord for science and innovation 

• The cooperative accord for culture and education 

Ahead of the meeting, the Scottish Government published a news release in which it 
quoted Richard Lochhead calling for Scottish access to European research programmes 
after Brexit. 

The National Audit Office has published two recent reports assessing Defra’s progress 
in implementing Brexit and UK border preparations for Brexit. All audit reports relating to 
Brexit are available on the NAO website. 

On 24 October, the NAO published The UK border: preparedness for EU exit. The audit 
report’s key findings included: 

• “The effectiveness of departments’ border planning and delivery has been affected 
by ongoing uncertainty and delays in negotiations.” 

• “Planning for border operations in the event of a ‘deal’ is less developed than that 
for ‘no deal’ because of the ongoing uncertainty regarding the nature of the future 
relationship between the UK and the EU.” 

• “There is a high delivery risk attached to government departments’ border 
programmes for ‘day one of no deal’ due to their scale, complexity and urgency; 
this risk is magnified by the degree of interdependence between the programmes.” 

• “Businesses do not have enough time to make the changes that will be needed if 
the UK leaves the EU without a ‘deal’.” 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/750865/MF_EN__Communique_Oct_22_2018.pdf
https://news.gov.scot/news/ministers-to-raise-research-concerns-at-brexit-meeting
https://www.nao.org.uk/search/pi_area/exiting-the-eu/type/report/
https://www.nao.org.uk/report/the-uk-border-preparedness-for-eu-exit/
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• “The most complex issues relating to the border in the event of the UK leaving the 
EU without a ‘deal’ remain to be resolved. The government has not yet taken a 
policy decision regarding whether and how to implement customs arrangements 
at the Northern Ireland and Ireland land border in the event of ‘no deal’.” 

On 12 September, the NAO published Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs: Progress in Implementing EU Exit. The audit report’s key findings included: 

• Defra has achieved a great deal in difficult circumstances and to a very demanding 
timescale. 

• Defra’s plans for its individual work streams are improving, but many are of poor 
quality and lack maturity. Defra has missed a high proportion of its project 
milestones. 

• The risk of Defra not delivering all its EU Exit portfolio in a no-deal scenario is high 
and, until recently, not well understood. 

• In a no deal scenario, there is a high risk that Defra will be unable to deliver all the 
Statutory Instruments (SIs) it needs in time and it is identifying those that it needs 
to prioritise. 

• For some work streams, Defra has passed the point where it will be able to deliver 
what it had initially planned for a ‘no-deal’ exit in March 2019 but it continues to 
review and update its plans with the aim of having sufficient arrangements in place 
if no deal is agreed. 

• Defra does not have a clear vision either for the new services and functions it has 
to introduce or for the organisation as a whole post-EU Exit, and it therefore has 
limited understanding of future costs. 

• There is a risk of disruption to the UK’s chemical manufacturing industry that Defra 
cannot address on its own. 

• Defra has not been able to make progress in supporting business in their 
preparations. 

On 25 October the Cabinet Secretary for Government Business and Constitutional 
Relations, Michael Russell made a statement to the Scottish Parliament. 

He said: 

 On 15 October, the Scottish Government published “Scotland’s Place in Europe: 
Our Way Forward”, which updates the case for both the UK and Scotland to 

https://www.nao.org.uk/report/department-for-environment-food-and-rural-affairs-progress-in-implementing-eu-exit/
https://www.nao.org.uk/report/department-for-environment-food-and-rural-affairs-progress-in-implementing-eu-exit/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11726
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remain in the single market and the customs union, if the best solution—which is 
that we stay in the EU—is not possible. Later in that week, the European Council 
broke up without concluding either a withdrawal agreement or a political 
declaration on the future relationship. We are, therefore, on the brink of a 
catastrophic no-deal outcome… 

On the steps the Scottish Government believe the UK Government should take with 
regard to the negotiations, he said: 

 The UK Government should revise its negotiating position on the future 
relationship in order to ensure that the whole UK remains within the European 
single market and the customs union. However, if the UK Government rejects 
that, it could seek an extension to the article 50 period to allow for consensus to 
be agreed across the UK, thereby avoiding a hurried and damaging exit. If that 
proposal is rejected by the UK Government, the political statement on the future 
relationship must be sufficiently detailed, and subsequent legislation must be 
sufficiently clear, to allow the people of Scotland to understand the impact on their 
lives of the monumental decision to leave the European Union. The political 
statement should also provide clearly for extension of the implementation period, 
if that is needed. We must not be required to sign up to a blindfold Brexit, in which 
the UK would leave with no detail on its future economic partnership. 

…There is no reason why our proposals cannot be accepted quickly. However, if 
more time is needed to avoid a no-deal or a blindfold Brexit, the UK Government 
should ask for an extension to the article 50 process. That would also allow time 
for another referendum on EU membership—which is often being called the 
people’s vote. The people of Scotland voted to remain. Therefore, if there is an 
opportunity to ensure that their wishes are respected, it should be taken. If a 
proposal were to be brought forward for a vote on the final deal, with the option 
to remain in the EU, the Scottish Government would support that, and Scottish 
National Party members of the UK Parliament would vote for it. 

On a “differentiated deal” for Scotland, he said: 

 We fully and unequivocally back the Good Friday agreement and support the 
invisible border in Ireland, recognising the unique circumstances there. However, 
since 2016—well before the backstop was even conceived—we have argued that 
the UK Government should put forward a differential deal that reflects our remain 
vote, if the UK is to leave the single market. That was, and is, independent of any 
Northern Ireland backstop. 

Our argument has been given renewed force this week by the news that not only 
is such a differentiated deal likely for Northern Ireland, but a deal has already 
been agreed for Gibraltar that maintains its differentiated treatment. It is now 
clear—contrary to the position of the UK Government in January 2017—that 
differentiation is not only possible, but is actually the sensible way forward in order 
to reconcile differences. The truth is that only the intransigence of the UK 
Government is preventing such a deal for Scotland. 
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On “no-deal” planning, he said: 

 I confirm that intensive work on planning for there being no deal is under way, 
and is growing in scope. Secondary legislation is now starting to flow through 
Parliament; I am grateful for the work on it that is being undertaken by the 
committees. That legislation currently consists of packets of statutory instruments 
that have been agreed with the UK Government. Specific Scottish statutory 
instruments will be introduced later this year and in the new year. 

The financial implications of a no-deal outcome for Government and the bodies 
that it supports are being carefully considered, and discussion with stakeholders, 
including port authorities, is being undertaken. Senior officials here are in close 
liaison with the UK Government. I intend to make a further statement to the 
chamber on the detail of no-deal preparations before the end of the year, or at 
the first moment when we know that no deal is the inevitable outcome. 

The Cabinet Secretary concluded with two commitments. Firstly: 

 A decision to maintain membership of the European single market and the 
customs union would secure a withdrawal agreement and provide the clarity that 
is needed on the future relationship. I can therefore say that, if the UK 
Government puts that option on the table, we will commit to supporting it. 
However, without such a proposal, we will reject every other option short of 
staying in the EU, because they would all deliver not progress, but a succession 
of unacceptable and damaging bad deals or, ultimately, no deal at all. 

Secondly: 

 …we make the commitment that, if a withdrawal agreement and political 
declaration are, in the end, concluded and offered to the House of Commons, 
before the Westminster Parliament votes on that deal, the Scottish Government 
will seek to ensure that the Scottish Parliament can pass its judgment on it. On 
this most crucial of matters, Scotland must be, and will be, heard. 

Since the last Brexit Update, the following notifications from the Scottish Government that 
they intend to ask the UK Government to make changes (required as a result of Brexit) 
to the law in devolved areas though UK SIs, have been laid. 

1. European Enforcement Order, Order for Payment and Small Claims Procedure 
(Amendment, Revocation, Transitional and Savings Provisions (EU Exit 
Regulations 2018, the Service of Documents and the Taking of Evidence in Civil 
and Commercial Matters (Revocation and Saving Provision) (EU Exit) Regulations 
2018 and the Inquiries and Coroners (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2018 

2. Renewables Obligation (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2018 

Consent notifications considered by committees can be found on the Committee Report 
Hub. 

https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees
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A UK Agriculture Bill was introduced into the UK Parliament on the 12 September 2018.  

Unlike the Welsh Government and the DAERA for Northern Ireland, the Scottish 
Government had not accepted the UK Government's offer to extend powers in the Bill to 
Scotland. The UK Government states that the offer is still on the table.  

In the chamber on 26 September 2018 the Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy, 
Fergus Ewing said: 

 unfortunately, the current UK Agriculture Bill impinges on devolved powers in 
three respects. 

On 25 October Mr Ewing wrote to the Secretary of State for Environment, proposing 
amendments to the UK Agriculture Bill, relating mainly to these three areas. In summary, 
the Scottish Government’s view is that the following clauses relate to devolved policy 
areas and require legislative consent from the Scottish Parliament. The UK Government’s 
view is that they do not (Annex A of the explanatory notes). 

• clauses 22- 24 on producer organisations  

• clause 25 on fair dealing with agricultural producers 

• clause 26 on the WTO agreement on agriculture. 

The amendments proposed by Mr Ewing would resolve these issues from the Scottish 
Government’s view. 

On 29 October the Scottish Government lodged a legislative consent memorandum in 
the Scottish Parliament on the UK Agriculture Bill.  

This memorandum states that: 

 The Scottish Government believes the Bill is “a relevant Bill” within Rule 9B.1.1 
of Standing Orders, as it makes provision applying to Scotland for purposes within 
the legislative competence of the Parliament, and alters the executive 
competence of the Scottish Ministers… In particular, the Scottish Government 
considers that legislative consent is required for Parts 6 and 7 of the Bill. 

Although it is the view of the UK Government that legislative consent is not required, the 
Scottish Government states “Whilst the Scottish Government can accept the main 
purpose of the Agriculture Bill, given this fundamental difference of view the Scottish 
Government cannot recommend that the Parliament consents to the Bill in its current 
form or in current circumstances.” 

A SPICe Briefing on the UK Agriculture Bill was published on 29 October. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11688&i=105868&c=2114279#ScotParlOR
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/proposed-amendments-to-the-uk-agriculture-bill/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0266/en/18266en.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/110019.aspx
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2018/10/29/The-UK-Agriculture-Bill/SB18-69.pdf
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The UK Fisheries Bill was published on 25 October. A SPICe Briefing on this will be 
published soon.  

The following primary legislation has received Royal Assent: 

1. The Taxation (Cross-border Trade) Act received Royal Assent on 13 September 

2. The Haulage Permits and Trailer Registration Act received Royal Assent on 19 
July 

3. The European Union (Withdrawal) Act received Royal Assent on 26 June 

4. The Nuclear Safeguards Act received Royal Assent on 26 June 

5. The Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Act received Royal Assent on 23 May 

The following Bills are in progress:  

1. Healthcare (International Arrangements) Bill, introduced 26 October 2018 (to 
enable the UK Government to make and fund reciprocal healthcare agreements 
with other countries in the event of “no deal”) 

2. The Fisheries Bill, introduced 25 October. 

3. The Agriculture Bill, introduced 12 September. Its Committee stage is scheduled 
for 30 September. 

4. The Trade Bill has completed its passage though the Commons. The House of 
Lords Committee stage is not yet scheduled. 

The table below summarises the main Brexit-related work of Westminster’s committee’s 
over September and October. 

Exiting the 
European 
Union  
 

Inquiry: The progress of the UK’s negotiations on EU 
withdrawal 

• Sept 4 – evidence session with Philip Rycroft, Head of UK 
Governance Group and Permanent Secretary, Department 
for Exiting the European Union. 

• Sep 18 – *new report* published on the progress of the UK’s 
negotiations on EU withdrawal (June to September 2018). 
This report also covers the committee’s findings on the future 
EU-UK economic relationship. 

• Oct 10 – evidence session with Sir Amyas Morse, Comptroller 
and Auditor General, National Audit Office. Followed by 

https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/taxationcrossbordertrade.html
https://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/haulagepermitsandtrailerregistrationbill.html
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
https://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/nuclearsafeguards.html
https://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/sanctionsandantimoneylaundering.html
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/healthcareinternationalarrangements.html
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/fisheries.html
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/agriculture.html
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/trade.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmexeu/1554/1554.pdf
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evidence session with Institute for Government and Institute 
for Economic Affairs. Followed by evidence session with 
representatives from small businesses, the pharmaceutical 
industry, and road haulage. (link) 

• Oct 17 - evidence session with senior officials from HMRC, 
Transport, Health and the cabinet Office on the UK 
Government’s capability to deliver Brexit, coordination work 
across Whitehall, and no-deal planning (link) 

• Oct 24 – evidence session with policy and industry 
representatives on backstop arrangements for the border 
between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland (link) 

Scottish 
Affairs  
 

*New* inquiry: The relationship between the UK and Scottish 
Governments inquiry 

• Sept 13 - inquiry launched examining the effectiveness of 
existing mechanisms for intergovernmental relations, 
particularly in relation to the overlap of reserved and devolved 
powers, and the Brexit negotiation process and replacement 
of EU common frameworks. Written submissions invited – 
submission deadline 23 November 2018. 

*New* inquiry: The future of Scottish agriculture post-Brexit 

• Oct 15 – inquiry launched to investigate how any post-Brexit 
agricultural system could meet the needs of Scottish farmers 
and crofters – submission deadline 11 January 2019. 

• Oct 30 – planned evidence session with stakeholders and 
Fergus Ewing MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy. 

Inquiry: Scotland and Brexit: Trade and Foreign Investment 

• Sept 10 – evidence session with fisheries, food, and 
agriculture industry stakeholders, meeting in Glasgow (link) 

• Oct 15 – evidence session with representatives from the 
higher education, digital technology, financial and legal 
services on services exports, meeting in Edinburgh (link) 

• Oct 23 – evidence session with think tanks on the priorities 
and principles that could underpin a future UK trade policy 
(link) 

Inquiry: the future of the oil and gas industry 

• Oct 10 – evidence session with UK Energy Research Centre, 
Tyndall Centre for Climate Change, Committee on Climate 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/exiting-the-european-union-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-preparedness-contingency-planning-progress-negotiations-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/exiting-the-european-union-committee/news-parliament-2017/progress-negotiations-government-officials-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/exiting-the-european-union-committee/news-parliament-2017/progress-negotiations-backstop-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/relationship-uk-scottish-governments-launch-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/future-agriculture-brexit-launch-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-trade-fisheries-glasgow-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-trade-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-trade-think-tank-evidence-17-19/
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Change, Friends of the Earth Scotland and Scottish Carbon 
Capture Association (link). 

European 
Scrutiny  
 

Inquiry: EU Withdrawal 
 

• Sept 5 – evidence from Dominic Raab MP, Secretary of State 
for Exiting the European Union and Oliver Robbins, Prime 
Minister's Europe Adviser. The Secretary of State also wrote 
to the committee on process changes and scrutiny during the 
transition period. 

Home Affairs  
 

Inquiry: Post-Brexit migration 
 

• Oct 9 – evidence session with Chair of the Migration Advisory 
Committee and Director of Migration Observatory, University 
of Oxford (link). This follows the publication of the Migration 
Advisory Committee’s final report with recommendations for 
UK migration policy post-Brexit. 

Public 
Administration 
and 
Constitutional 
Affairs 

Inquiry: Devolution and Exiting the EU: reconciling differences 
and building strong relationships 

• 14 Sept – the UK Government response to the committee’s 
inquiry report published covering:  

o Questions around sovereignty and the two models of 
devolution 

o EU (Withdrawal) Bill and Devolved Administrations 
o Common Frameworks 
o Whitehall’s attitude towards devolution 
o Intergovernmental Relations 
o Interparliamentary Scrutiny 

Environment, 
Food and 
Rural Affairs 
 

Agriculture Bill scrutiny 

• Oct 17 – evidence session with environmental NGOs (link) 

• Oct 24 – evidence sessions with organisations involved in 
agricultural supply chains (link) and farming and rural 
business sector (link) 

Transport  
 

Inquiry: Future UK-EU transport arrangements 

• Sept 13 – evidence session with Oxera, Chartered Institute of 
Logistics and Freight and Independent Transport Commission 
(link) 

International 
Trade 
 

Inquiry: The impact of UK- EU arrangements on wider UK trade 
policy 

• Sept 12 – evidence session on trade with academic, legal and 
services stakeholders (link) 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/environmental-impact-oil-gas-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-select/scrutiny%20work/dominic-raab-scrutiny-letter.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-select/scrutiny%20work/dominic-raab-scrutiny-letter.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/post-brexit-migration-evidence/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/migration-advisory-committee-mac-report-eea-migration
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/migration-advisory-committee-mac-report-eea-migration
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmpubadm/1574/157402.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmpubadm/1485/148502.htm
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/agriculture-bill-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/scrutiny-of-the-agriculture-bill-evidence17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/scrutiny-of--the-agriculture-bill-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-internal-market-subcommittee/news-parliament-2017/future-uk-eu-transport-evidence-session/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/international-trade-committee/news-parliament-2017/uk-eu-arrangements-trade-policy-evidence-17-19/
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• Oct 24 – evidence session with service industry and think 
tanks (link) 

Procedure  
 

*New* inquiry: Motions under section 13(1) of the European 
Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 (i.e. the status of and procedure for 
the “meaningful vote” on the outcome of the Brexit negotiations) 

• Oct 24 – evidence session with Dominic Grieve MP, Oliver 
Letwin MP and Chris Leslie MP. 

• Oct 31 – evidence session with Hilary Benn MP, Chair of the 
Committee on Exiting the European Union 

Public 
Accounts 
 

• Oct 15 - evidence session with senior Defra officials on the 
department’s readiness for a ‘no-deal’ Brexit following a 
critical National Audit Office report on 12 September critical of 
DEFRA’s progress in implementing EU Exit.  

• Oct 24 - evidence session with senior Transport officials on 
the department’s readiness for a ‘no-deal’ Brexit 

EU Select *New reports* 

• Brexit: the customs challenge (Sept 20) 

• Subsidiarity Assessment: discontinuing seasonal changes of 
time (Oct 22) 

• Brexit: plant and animal biosecurity (Oct 24) 

Financial Affairs Sub-Committee 

• Sept 11 – evidence session with the National Infrastructure 
Commission (link) as part of the committee’s European 
Investment Bank (EIB) inquiry 

• Oct 10 – scrutiny session with John Glen MP, Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury on Brexit and financial services. 

• Oct 17 - evidence session with representatives of sectors 
funded by the EIB (link) 

• Oct 24 – evidence session with academics on the EIB and 
investment funding (link) 

 

 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/international-trade-committee/news-parliament-2017/impact-of-future-uk-eu-trading-arrangements-evidence-17-19/
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Defra-Progress-Implementing-EU-Exit.pdf
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Defra-Progress-Implementing-EU-Exit.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201719/ldselect/ldeucom/187/18702.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201719/ldselect/ldeucom/200/20002.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201719/ldselect/ldeucom/200/20002.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201719/ldselect/ldeucom/191/19102.htm
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/brexit-european-investment-bank/oral/89838.html
https://www.parliament.uk/brexit-european-investment-bank-lords-inquiry
https://www.parliament.uk/brexit-european-investment-bank-lords-inquiry
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/news-parliament-2017/eib-funded-sectors-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/news-parliament-2017/eib-alternatives-evidence-session-241018/
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This regular paper produced by SPICe sets out developments in the UK’s negotiations to 
leave the European Union, the process for which has now formally begun following the 
Prime Minister’s triggering of Article 50 on 29 March 2017.   

The updates will provide information on the UK Government’s approach to leaving the 
EU including the domestic legislation necessary to ensure a smooth transition in terms of 
the UK statute book, along with details of the positions of the Scottish Government and 
the other Devolved Administrations. The updates will also provide information on 
developments within the EU with regard to the UK’s departure. Finally, the updates will 
provide information on the key issues likely to be at play during the negotiations and in 
developing the UK’s future relationship with the European Union. 

As was clear both during the referendum campaign and since the decision to leave the 
EU was taken, there is an abundance of information and analysis available, and this 
SPICe paper will try to cover the key issues by drawing on that information and analysis. 

 

Home Affairs Sub-Committee 

• Sept 12 - Evidence session on UK-EU security post-Brexit, 
with Nick Hurd MP, Minister of State, Home Office (link) 

Energy and Environment Sub-Committee 

• Oct 17 - scrutiny session with Michael Gove MP, Secretary of 
State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs on DEFRA’s no-
deal readiness (link). This follows a National Audit Office report 
on 12 September critical of DEFRA’s progress in 
implementing EU Exit. The committee later wrote to Michael 
Gove expressing concerns (Oct 24). 

• Oct 23 – scrutiny session with Claire Perry MP, Minister of 
State for Energy and Clean Growth on BEIS’s no-deal 
readiness (link). 

Internal Market Sub-Committee 

• Oct 11 - evidence session with representatives of the rail 
industry on the impact of Brexit on cross-border rail transport 
(link) 

• Oct 18 – evidence session with academics and 
representatives of the maritime sector on the impact of Brexit 
for maritime transport (link) 

http://spice/documents/Committees/Session%205/Europe%20and%20External%20Relations,%20Culture%20and%20Toursim/Leaving%20the%20EU%20weekly%20updates/•%09Mr%20Nick%20Hurd%20MP,%20Minister%20of%20State,%20Home%20Office
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-energy-environment-subcommittee/news-parliament-2017/defra-no-deal-readiness/
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Defra-Progress-Implementing-EU-Exit.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-energy-environment-subcommittee/news-parliament-2017/defra-no-deal-concerns/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-energy-environment-subcommittee/news-parliament-2017/defra-no-deal-concerns/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-energy-environment-subcommittee/news-parliament-2017/beis-readiness-for-no-deal-brexit/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-internal-market-subcommittee/news-parliament-2017/future-uk-eu-transport-rail-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-internal-market-subcommittee/news-parliament-2017/future-uk-eu-transport-maritime/
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